Where\u27s JFK? University to Restore Statue at Student Union by unknown
University of Dayton
eCommons
News Releases Marketing and Communications
11-5-1997
Where's JFK? University to Restore Statue at
Student Union
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
Recommended Citation





Nov. 5, 1997 
Contact: Teri Rizvi, rizvi@udayton.edu 
WHERE'S JFK? 
UNIVERSITY TO RESTORE STATUE AT STUDENT UNION 
DAYTON, Ohio- Artist Bill Thompson reportedly originally suggested that his John F. 
Kennedy sculpture be made out of bronze, but University of Dayton officials opted for a less 
expensive casting method. 
Today, the 9-foot-tall statue that graced the entrance of Kennedy Union for more than 
three decades sits in a crumbling state of disrepair in storage on campus as University officials 
gather cost estimates to recast it. 
One of the options is to recast it in bronze, according to Joe Belle, assistant vice 
president of student development, who is working with sculptor and former faculty member 
Henry Setter to determine the best way to preserve the piece. At the same time, he's trying to 
quell campus rumors that the University threw the statue and other JFK memorabilia away after 
this summer's $800,000 renovation of Kennedy Union. 
"The statue was a maintenance issue, not a we-don't-like-it-anymore issue," Belle said. 
"The statue was in such disrepair that we couldn't put it back up. Pieces were falling off it as 
' 
workers moved it during the renovation. I just said, 'Let's park the statue for now."' 
Setter, a 1951 UD alumnus, recommended Thompson, his mentor at Ohio State 
University, for the commission shortly after Kennedy was assassinated. Students had lobbied 
the ad~istration to name the newly built union after the country's only Catholic president, 
and UD officials thought a sculpture of Kennedy and the eternal flame would be a suitable 
symbol to memorialize the slain president. 
Thompson, who died in July 1995, made the 2.5-ton sculpture out of Portland cement, 
crushed marble chips and reinforced rods, using a process called "ciment fondu," which is 
French for poured cement, according to Setter, who now teaches sculpture at 
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the University of West Georgia. "He handled the eternal flame very abstractly," he said. 
"Kennedy is an amorphous form, without pants or shoes, but the billowing suggests a flame." 
I 
Throughout the years, University officials commissioned Setter to create several campus 
sculptures, including the Omega Point statue outside Roesch Library, and routinely called upon 
him to repair the JFK statue. "I was always Mr. Patch-It," he remembered with a laugh. 
"'Henry, can you repair the thumb,' or 'Henry, the wrist broke."' 
Setter, who is not recommending another patch job, has consulted with Thompson's wife 
about restoring the piece. "We need to recast it in bronze," he said. "I think it's a great work 
that that should be preserv-ed. Once you make a monument, you preserve it. There isn't another 
Kennedy statue like it anywhere in the country. Bill would have wanted it preserved." 
Belle hopes to have the new, improved JFK sculpture up by next year's Homecoming and 
is having new display cabinets made to showcase Kennedy memorabilia. He's also working 
with the Kennedy Union staff to determine the best place to hang a large wood carving of JFK 
and his son, which formerly hung in the lobby's Torch Lounge. A portrait of Kennedy and his 
brother Bobby still hangs over the fireplace in the lounge. 
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